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and its "strangeness" to the land.   But it failed mainly
because of illegitimate foreign competition.

As Mohammed Ali was the sole proprietor and supreme
manager of these State establishments, the consequences of
this failure were borne by him and the losses fell wholly on
the Treasury and not on the people. The nation gained in-
valuable experience in industry and mechanism. "It is for
the purpose of accustoming the people to manufacture rather
than for any profit that I continue my manufacturing opera-
tions/' remarked Mohammed Ali to Dr. Bowring. This alone
entitles Mohammed Ali to our deep gratitude, for it was he
who sowed the seeds of Egypt's industrial revival which
flourished and bore fruit during and after the First Great War
of 1914.

One more public work brings Mohammed Ali's activities
as a regenerator to an end. This was the construction of the
Nile barrages, the greatest public work ever contemplated in
Egypt, to regulate the waters of the Nile by erecting a huge
dam with sluices to be opened during the dry season to supply
the canals with the water held back and raised to its highest
level. The point chosen to construct the barrage was near
Cairo, at the apex of the Delta where the Nile divides itself
into two branches. In 1835 Mohammed Ali instructed M.
Linant de Bellefonds, a French engineer, to supervise the
great work; and it was at this time that the rumour circu-
lated that the great stones of the Pyramids would be moved
to construct the great dam! The rumour, wherever it came
from, could not have come from Mohammed Ali.

This scheme cost Mohammed Ali large sums which he had
wanted to reserve for the ensuing struggle between him and
the Sultan. So the work had to be provisionally abandoned
after two years and then taken in hand again by Mougel JJey,
another French engineer, in 1847, just two years before the
death of Mohammed Ali. The barrages had to be repaired
again and again before they could be put into proper work-
ing order. Nevertheless, the grandness of this scheme cannot
be exaggerated: suffice it to say that it was the precursor to
the great Assuan Dam.